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calm was slightly ominous ; and she began to press for
details of his Irish projects. Meanwhile, he made a most
disturbing speech about the House of Lords, which his
sovereign read " with deep & unfeigned regret." This
reproof was gravely answered with a full statement of the
case and a sardonic offer, " if Your Majesty shall be
pleased to point out anything favourable to the House of
Lords which he could usefully have said/' to say it.
The royal answer indicated the neglected virtues of the
Upper House ; and the Prime Minister replied without
enthusiasm that " Your Majesty's argument might
doubtless have been used with great force from the
Opposition Bench " ; nor was his temper improved by
the subsequent discovery that, when the Queen made her
first complaint, she had not read the full text of his
speech.
The outline of his Irish policy was finally disclosed ;
it moved Mr. Chamberlain to resignation ; and the Queen
commented bleakly on " a measure which does not appear
to command the approval of the Majority of her subjects
in the United Kingdom." An audience that month
impressed him as "an indication of a coming storm " ;
and his personal relations with the sovereign were
shadowed by their political divergence. For when he
pleaded that pressure of work prevented him from
obeying a command to dine and sleep at Windsor, the
Prime Minister was coldly informed that " Her Majesty
is very sorry because Wednesday is the only day on
which Her Majesty could receive you at present/' Mrs.
Gladstone intervened with a touching " appeal to your
Majesty's kindness. My husband's throat, I grieve to say,
requires so much rest, that I had arranged to take him a
few miles from London where he would have perfect quiet.
The extraordinary effort upon the 8th being so great,
Sir Andrew Clark has enforced the utmost quiet and
watching on my part, with all the special care a wife can
give to contrive absence of talking and the rest/' The